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50th Anniversary of the First Human in Space
Tuesday the 12th of April this year marks 50 years since Russian astronaut Yuri Gagarin became the first human in space.
On the 12th of April, 1961 Gagarin boarded the spacecraft Vostok 1 in Kazakhstan and blasted off, making a single orbit of the Earth before touching down again safely 108 minutes later.

Gagarin (1934-68) grew up on a collective farm in Russia, enduring Nazi occupation during World War II. He gained his pilot’s wings in a MiG-15, rising to the rank of Senior Lieutenant in the Soviet air force before being selected to become a cosmonaut. He was chosen ahead of the 19 other cosmonauts in the Soviet space programme for the first manned launch into space. 

Gagarin, who was feted as a hero on his return, said of his momentous journey, “I could have gone on flying through space forever.”
Astronomical organisations around the world are marking the 50th anniversary with special commemorative events this month, including screenings of a new film documenting the journey, [image: image3.jpg]OBSERVATORY
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‘First Orbit’. 

‘First Orbit’ is 108 minutes long - the same length of time as Gagarin’s historic journey. The film intercuts newly filmed images of the Earth shot to mimic what Gagarin would have seen from the windows of Vostok 1, with a mesmerizing musical score from Philip Sheppard. The soundtrack features Gagarin's actual recorded conversation with the ground in Russian (subtitled into English) and the Radio Moscow English language broadcasts from the time. 
In Auckland, Stardome Observatory & Planetarium in association with KiwiSpace Foundation and the Embassy of the Russian Federation are presenting a free one-off screening of this new film at Stardome on Tuesday the 12th of April at 6:30pm. The public are invited to celebrate this scientific milestone by coming along to watch the free screening. Complimentary drinks will be served before the film from 6pm. Although this is a free event booking is essential, so contact Stardome to book a seat – Ph 09 624 1246 or email info@stardome.org.nz. 
 - ENDS -
To view the trailer for the film visit:

http://media.spacefoundation.org.nz//firstorbit/first-orbit-trailer-2011.flv.mp4 

 

For an interview with a Stardome astronomer, images or further information contact:
Gina Dellabarca

Marketing Manager

Stardome Observatory & Planetarium

gina@stardome.org.nz
Ph 09 624 1246 x203

Cell 021 427 553
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