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We Are Go For Launch
To remain relevant, public observatories need to keep pace with modern technology and the expectations of their visitors. This month the Stardome Observatory & Planetarium has completed a major upgrade, making the important educational institute more appealing, attractive and fun.

The new and upgraded Stardome will be unveiled on Sunday the 7th of November, with a free Public Open Day from 11am to 6pm.

Visitors can now spend a significant portion of time exploring the venue and learning at their own pace. Complete with a wide range of displays and interactive exhibits, Stardome caters to all ages and education levels.

The venue was declared open at a ceremony on the 5th of November, by the Hon Dr Wayne Mapp, Minister of Research, Science and Technology. Dr Mapp has a personal interest in astronomy and is a long standing member of the Auckland Astronomical Society which is closely associated with Stardome. Newly elected Auckland Mayor Len Brown also attended the function and spoke warmly about the new and improved facilities.
The new astronomical and educational displays were designed to complement a planetarium show. The digital projection technology in the planetarium has also been recently upgraded to the latest state-of-the-art ‘Digistar 4’ projection system.

Cross the Moon graphic at the threshold of the new Stardome and you will find the displays are divided into four areas: ‘The Universe’ lets visitors explore the story of how our universe has come to be. ‘Our Place in Space’ features New Zealand’s most diverse display of meteorites including pieces of the Moon and Mars. ‘Looking into the Universe’ explores telescopes and other instruments that allow astronomers and other scientists to see what is happening in the universe and beyond. ‘Getting off Earth’ focuses on the history of spaceflight and man’s endeavours to explore space. This section includes two replica NASA spacesuits, model rockets and a set of scales that tell you how much you would weigh if you could travel to each of the planets in our Solar System.
The centrepiece of the new Stardome exhibits is a Magic Planet digital video globe. This is the only example in New Zealand of the display which features in select high profile museums, planetaria and learning institutions around the world. This unique, cutting edge piece of technology projects moving images onto the surface of a large globe, and can be transformed into the Earth or any other planet. The Magic Planet is a valuable educational tool which Stardome’s trained astronomy presenters can now use to teach a wide range of earth and space science topics. Visitors can also operate the Magic Planet using an interactive touch-screen.

Stardome Chief Executive David Houldsworth says, “Computer and video technological developments have improved the way museums, planetaria and other attractions communicate with the public. We now have some fantastic new teaching aids at our disposal. The interactive exhibits enable us to deliver a customized experience, tailored to engage at the level appropriate for the individual visitor. It also makes for a lot more fun learning environment!”

“We are proud to be able to deliver the citizens of Auckland an observatory and planetarium on a par with some of the best in the world. I have been to a number of international observatories and planetariums and I can proudly say that we now have a truly world class facility here.”
Keeping pace with technology is never complete though and the Stardome now has plans to upgrade other areas. This is good news for stargazers and anyone interested in space because it means New Zealanders will continue to have access to observatory and planetarium facilities on a par with the best in the world.

- ENDS -
Background

In 1948 the Auckland Astronomical Society started fundraising for a public observatory in Auckland but it was not until 1967 that the Stardome Observatory, without a planetarium, opened on the current site in One Tree Hill Domain. At that time the Auckland Museum operated a planetarium but that closed in 1989 and, after a major fundraising effort, a new planetarium was opened as part of the Stardome Observatory in 1997.

In 2005 another major fundraising campaign took place to fund an upgrade of the building and the planetarium to what you see today, including new digital technology and projection equipment, new seating, the dome theatre and significant changes to the public areas of Stardome.

The final stage of this project is now on display to the public enabling Stardome to offer the public of Auckland a fully inclusive experience with a digital planetarium and a series of astronomical and educational displays.

Explore the Solar System with our new Magic Planet digital video globe which can show us the surface of any of the planets or our Moon. 
Imagine what it would be like to put on one of the NASA space suits on display. 
Discover real pieces of meteorites, model rockets, how a telescope works and see the night sky in our planetarium.

For interview requests, photos or further information contact:

Gina Dellabarca
MARKETING MANAGER / 09 624 1246 ext 203 / 021 427 553 / gina@stardome.org.nz
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Explore, Imagine, Discover!
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