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ACTIVITY...

MAKE A SUN CLOCK
This introductory activity shows the
relationship between clocks and the movement
of the Sun across the sky. The easy-to-make
sundial works straight away on a sunny day.
Designed for New Zealand skies, there’s no
adapting, fiddling or difficult instructions.

RESOURCES REQUIRED:
A4 card or heavy paper
Scissors
Wool or cotton thread
Just print, cut out and fold the card then
insert the thread. Further instructions
are printed on each Sun Clock.
The template provides three Sun
Clocks per A4 page,
reducing expenses.
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It’s easy to tell
the time of day
using the Sun.
STARDOME.ORG.NZ
09 624 1246

MAKE A
MAKE A

MAKE A

2. Fold along the dashed line and stretch the wool
through the notches. The card should be at a
90° angle with the string inserted.

4. On a sunny day place the Sun clock on a flat
surface facing north. Stay away from shadows
from buildings and trees.

3. Make sure the string is pulled tight.

2. Fold along the dashed line and stretch the wool
through the notches. The card should be at a
90° angle with the string inserted.

1. Cut the short notches at the top and bottom.

3. Make sure the string is pulled tight.

5. To find north, find out what the time is (minus
1 hour if it’s Daylight Saving Time) and align the
Sun Clock until the shadow of the string shows
the correct time.
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6. Now you can tell the time with the Sun!
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6. Now you can tell the time with the Sun!
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7. To go back to the same spot and tell the time
again, draw around the outside of the bottom half
of the Sun clock and mark which way is north.

Fold here
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